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John has more than one reason to
celebrate

Cana becomes L'Arche Halifax

Dear friends-

I am so pleased to be
able to say that we will
soon be marking
another important
milestone on the way to
establishing L'Arche in
Halifax. On May 22, the
leadership of L'Arche
Canada will be on hand
in Halifax to announce

that Cana Community has been granted official project
status in L'Arche! 

This means that members of the community here will finally
be able to use the name "L'Arche Halifax" without
restrictions, and that they will be free to begin discussions
with government with 
a view to opening their first home sometime in the not-too-
distant future.

As many of you know, the road toward L'Arche in Halifax has
been a long and winding one. In fact, efforts to establish
L'Arche in the province's capital city date back to the mid-
seventies, though it is only in the last four years that we've
really begun to see the fruit of all the prayers and hard work
that have been offered up along the way. 

Anyone who thinks that building community is simply a
matter of setting up a house and finding people to live in it
would do well to examine the process that Cana Community
undertook to establish L'Arche in Halifax. 

It involved a lot of volunteer work, a lot of networking, a lot of
planning, a lot of meeting and, most significantly, a lot of
praying and celebrating together. Yet these are the things
that are necessary in order to build a community that must
outlive the time and vision of its founders.

Someone once said that most people want to serve God, but
only in an advisory capacity. The reason for this is that we're
often afraid to accept our own vulnerabilities, our own
weaknesses, and our own poverties. L'Arche teaches us,
however, that such acceptance is fundamental if we are to
move from being mere “advisors of God" to being true
servants.

 As members of Cana Community have worked, these past
few years, to follow God's call for L'Arche in Halifax, they
have learned that service in God’s name is ultimately about
being faithful in relationships with one another, while
honestly acknowledging our vulnerabilities, our weaknesses
and our poverties along the way.

Perhaps this is why people with disabilities need communion
more than generosity, says Jean  Vanier.   "Generosity while

worthy, is when someone superior gives to someone inferior; communion 
involves conversion and vulnerability. It is the particular gift of persons with
disabilities to lead us into communion," Vanier says. (Ivereigh, A., The
Tablet, 20 March 2004).

So let us celebrate this new phase in the history of L’Arche in Halifax,
mindful that we would not have gotten this far without the hard work, the
support, the prayers, and the dedication of countless people who 
believe in the power and importance of relationships based on faith and
friendship.

Sincerely,
John O’Donnell,  Regional Coordinator
L’Arche Atlantic Region (Canada)
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L'Arche a reality in Halifax by Nancy Gilbert 
"To accomplish great things we must not only act but also dream, 

not only plan, but also believe," Anatole France.  

When the board of Cana first came together in May 2002 they 
dreamed of making L'Arche a reality in Halifax.   The group was 
dedicated and determined to reach their goal. It would be 
a monumental task but they felt truly blessed to have been called to
make this journey together.  The board was gifted with the many and
diversified talents of its members. 

No task was too small and no one too busy to tackle a job.  It would 
be a learning process, a positive experience for all involved.   
The board felt the steady hand of God as they moved from step to step. 

The pieces of the puzzle always seemed to fit together nicely; 
surely this was the time for L'Arche in our community.  Even when a 
door was closed another opened. The board was able to stay on 
course and move easily in the new direction. 

On May 22nd, the Cana Community will become L'Arche Halifax. 
We will be officially welcomed into the L'Arche family, we will belong. 
One part of the journey that started two years ago will be completed. 
The opening of the first L'Arche home and day program in Halifax is 
our next goal. We ask for your continued prayers and thank you for your
support.

 



Publication of this newsletter is made possible by a grant from
KAIROS (formerly PLURA). 

We are grateful for their support.
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Lord, grant freedom and fellowship 
and unity to all the world. 

And on the day of your coming, 
welcome all people into your kingdom. 

Amen
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